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WHY DOES THE WORLD HATE THE CHURCH? 

 

Jesus told his disciples, “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it 

hated you.  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own:  but because ye 

are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 

hateth you” (John 15:18-19). 

 

Notice that Jesus taught His disciples that the world would despise the church.  

Jesus never taught the disciples to conform to the world’s standard to win the 

world.  He never taught the disciples that there would come a time in which the 

gospel would need to be reinvented to win the world. 

 

Jesus expressly taught the disciples that the world system is dangerous.  The 

church is “not of the world” system.  The church can never feel comfortable in the 

world.  We can never be a part of that system.  The church and the world don’t fit – 

we have different clothing. 

 

Jesus warned that the world will hate you.  It will hate you because of Jesus.  Jesus 

Himself said, “it [the world] hated me before it hated you.”  The reason the world 

hates Jesus is because He testifies against its evil works.  He openly and boldly 

rebuked the world and its ungodly system.  He said in John 7:7, “The world cannot 

hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil.” 

 

The reason that the church is not loved by the world is because we are not of the 

world.  Yet, in every era of church history, there have been people in the church 

who have not believed this.  And by not believing this they do not believe 

Scripture.  Their approach, without exception, has always been detrimental to the 

gospel message.  The Christian message cannot be twisted to cater to any group of 

people.  As one writer said, “Biblical truth is fixed and constant, not subject to 

change or adaptation.  Worldly opinion, on the other hand, is a constant flux 

[change].  The various fads and philosophies that dominate the world change 

radically and regularly from generation to generation.  The only thing that remains 

constant is the world’s hatred of Christ and His gospel.” 

 

Both Scripture and history show two facts:  The only time that the church has made 

any significant impact on the world is when the people of God stood firm and 

refused to compromise in any way the Christian message.  However, when the 

church toned down its message in order to have the world’s approval, the church 

lost its influence and blended in with the world.  The numbers increased but the 

pure message of Christianity suffered. 
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