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WHY DO WE GO TO CHURCH? 

The writer to the Hebrews said, “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to 

good works:  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, and the manner of some is; but 

exhorting one another:  and so much the more, and ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10:24-

25). 

A healthy church will be involved in the lives of its people.  To many people, churches are 

simply places where people go to watch things happen.  But the church cannot function in this 

manner if it is to retain its health.  Its members cannot merely come in, sit down, walk out, and 

say that they are involved in the church.  According to the teaching of the New Testament, 

tremendous responsibilities are laid upon every Christian to minister to other believers.  

We’ve heard people say that America needs to get back to church.  But, America never found out 

what it was to do when it went, so it left.  Today the evangelical world finds itself grossly 

untaught, unprepared to defend the truth, and almost entirely unaware of how much is at stake.  

We live in a postmodern world that has serious and significant doctrinal errors.  The mega-

church movement today is a monstrosity that people see as a blessing of God in America.  

However, note with me five things that I think that God would take issue with:  First, most mega-

churches have no membership.  Second, there is no church discipline for sinning believers (this 

would be impossible anyway because no one is a member, therefore, they cannot be held 

responsible for breaking the church’s doctrinal creed.)  Third, there is no clear process for 

dealing with false teachers.  Fourth, there is no oversight by any group of elders; senior leaders 

have no accountability to anyone.  Fifth, their theology is shallow and unclear.  One writer put it 

this way, “Bible teaching, even in the best of venues today, has been deliberately dumbed-down, 

made as broad and as shallow as possible, oversimplified, adapted to the lowest common 

denominator – and then tailored to appeal to people with short attention spans.  Sermons are 

almost always brief, simplistic, overlaid with many references to pop culture as possible, and 

laden with anecdotes and illustrations. (Jokes and funny stories drawn from personal experience 

are favored over cross-references and analogies borrowed from Scripture itself.)  Typical sermon 

topics are heavily weighted in favor of man-centered issues (such as personal relationships, 

successful living, self-esteem, how-to lists, and so on) – to the exclusion of the many Christ-

exalting doctrinal themes of Scripture.  In other words, what most contemporary preachers do is 

virtually the opposite of what Paul was describing when he said he sought “to declare…the 

counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). 

Now, we want people to come back to church, but we’re still not telling them what to do when 

they get there.  Our text in Hebrews says, “Let us consider one another.”  This phrase means to 

think with a direct purpose in mind.  And the purpose in mind in our text is, “to provoke” one 

another “unto love and to good works.”  The word provoke means to stir up or to incite 

something.  And in our text, we are to stir up and incite other believers unto love and good 

works.  We don’t attend church just to listen.  We should be “assembling…ourselves together” 

and “exhorting one another.”  It is our business as believers to encourage and build each other 

up—not tear each other down.  And we ought to do this much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching [the day of Christ’s return].” 



Being concerned about others is an important theme in Scripture:  We are to edify one another, 

which means build one another up (Romans 14:19).  We are to admonish one another, which 

refers to counseling with a view toward changing behavior (Romans 15:14).  We are to bear one 

another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2).  We are to forgive one another (Colossians 3:13).  We are to 

comfort one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18).  We are to rebuke one another (Titus 1:13).  We are 

to confess our sins [faults] one to another, and pray for one another (James 5:16). 

All of those “one another’s” clearly indicate the responsibilities that Christians have toward each 

other throughout their lives.  The church must be a loving community that shared with one 

another.  If our perspective of church is coming in, sitting down, listening, and getting back up to 

leave and go about our business, God help us! 
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