LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH PASTOR/TEACHER: JERRY W. ARNOLD

WHAT IS GOD’S WILL FOR MY LIFE?

| do not think that the will of God is some mystical secret that we must uncover — even though
some would present it in that fashion. There are two things that | have discovered about the will
of God. First, God wants us to understand His will far more than we want to understand it.
Second, God makes clear His will to those who seek it with an obedient heart.

The Bible reveals to us five areas in which God’s will should deeply concern us. First, it is
God’s will that we be saved. 1 Timothy 2:3-5 says, “For this is good and acceptable in the sight
of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the
truth. For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”
Peter said, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

Second, it is God’s will that we be Spirit-filled. Paul said to the church in Ephesus, “Wherefore
be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:17-18).

Third, it is God’s will that we be sanctified. 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 says, “For this is the will of
God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: That every one of you
should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; Not in the lust of
concupiscence [passion of lust], even as the Gentiles which know not God: That no man go
beyond and defraud [take advantage of] his brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the
avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified. For God hath not called us
unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.”

Fourth, it is God’s will that we be submissive. Peter said, “Submit yourselves to every ordinance
of man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto
them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.
For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish
men” (1 Peter 2:13-15).

Fifth, it is God’s will that we suffer. Paul said, “For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ,
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake” (Philippians 1:29). Paul said to
Timothy, “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Timothy
3:12).

If all those things are true in your life, the will of God will allow you to do whatever you want
(which will be discussed later in this lesson). Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight thyself also in the
LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” In other words, if you are conforming
to God’s will in all the five ways listed above, He will place in your heart desires that reflect His
will. Therefore, don’t be looking for something mystic, do what you want now!

Decision-making can be a very trying task for anyone, but Christians have the unique advantage
of making decisions that are informed by God’s Word. However, there are at least three factors
that must be considered.
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First, you must obey the moral will of God as it is revealed in Scripture. If Scripture prohibits
the action in question, your decision is easy: don’t do it.

One writer said, “If one of the options in our choice causes you to neglect something God
specifically commands you to do, you are required to make the choice that will allow you to
fulfill your biblical obligation. For example, if God requires you to be an active part of a local
church — Hebrews 10:25 indicates that he does — any decision that prohibits you from that is
against God’s revealed will. In order to uphold God’s moral in your decision making, ask
yourself, “What does God’s Word say about it?” If it says anything, obey that (1 John 5:3). Ifit
says nothing, you have freedom and do not need to fear missing God’s will or sinning against
Him (Romans 14:2-6, 22).

Second, decision-making requires that you use and exercise biblical wisdom. Wisdom of this
kind comes from a diligent study of God’s Word. James encourages those who lack wisdom to
ask of God the wisdom that is so important to good decisions (cf. James 1:5). To make wise
decisions, you need to gather necessary information, consider all the options carefully, seek
godly counsel, and then choose the option that is most sensible (cf. Proverbs 2:1-11).

Third, you need to consider your own desire. If the Bible is silent about your decision and if one
choice is not clearly wiser than the other, then do what you want. (cf. Psalm 37:4; Philippians
2:13).

What you have just read, presupposes that you are submitted to God and filled with His Spirit.
Otherwise, you won’t be able to make biblical based decisions, as sin blinds your ability to
understand and apply God’s Word to your life. However, if you are submitted to God and filled
with His Spirit, you are free to make decisions so long as they don’t violate God’s revealed or
moral will. You should feel free to make decisions, knowing that God has sovereign control
over all matters.
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