
What Happened to the Dinosaurs? 

 
The topic of dinosaurs captivates inquisitive minds, especially kids’ minds.  Now many questions 

arise whenever the topic of dinosaurs comes up.  How far back in history should we place them?  

Did they coexist with humans?  What happened to them?  These are the most common questions 

asked.  And in our Q & A this evening we will deal with the last question:  What happened to them? 

 

Now before we begin our journey let me call your attention to Sue.  Sue lives in Chicago, and Sue 

lives in a very special place.  In fact, Sue’s home is the Field Museum in Chicago.  You may have 

guessed by now that Sue isn’t a girl; she’s a Tyrannosaurus rex, the biggest, most complete, and 

best-preserved dinosaur unearthed thus far. 

 

Sue stands 13 feet high, and she is 42 feet long.  Her live weight has been estimated at 7 tons.  Her 

skull alone weighs 600 pounds, and her teeth measure 7 ½ to 12 inches.  Sue was named after fossil 

hunter Sue Hendrickson, who discovered the fossil on the Cheyenne River Reservation near Faith, 

South Dakota, in August of 1990. 

 

In an effort to deny Scripture, and in an effort to explain the disappearance of dinosaurs, some 

scientists have given four theories as to why the dinosaurs disappeared: 

 

First, they were wiped out by a huge asteroid.   

 

Second, they were wiped out by massive eruptions of volcanoes, which caused dramatic climatic 

changes, and the dinosaurs were not able to adapt. 

 

Third, they were wiped out by an intensive time of volcanic activity, which resulted in a greenhouse 

effect, and probably a series of asteroid hits, caused dinosaurs to become extinct. 

 

Fourth, some dinosaurs became birds. 

 

Now we know from Scripture that God in Genesis 1 (vv. 24-31) created all things, including 

dinosaurs.  And Genesis 2:19 tells us that “… out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast 

of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them:  

and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.” 

 

In other words, God authorized Adam to name all the animals and birds and to have dominion over 

every living thing.   

 

Because everything God created was in existence then, we must conclude, that dinosaurs and man 

lived together.  Also, it’s important to note that the beast of the field had a diet of green herbs 

(Genesis 1:30).  

 

Not long after this (and we don’t know how long) Adam and Eve was expelled from the Garden of 

Eden.  After this, Adam and Eve had children.  Adam and Eve had sinned, and now their children 

go into sin.  Then the human population exploded on the earth, and so did wickedness (Genesis 6:1-



13).  And this wickedness would bring disastrous consequences for them and all living things, 

including dinosaurs. 

 

In Genesis 6 God told Noah to build an ark according to His precise architectural plan.  The ark 

would keep Noah, his family, and all the animals safe while the rest of the world perished.  The 

number of all animal species that were taken into the ark is recorded in Genesis 7:2-3.  The number 

of animals and birds on Noah’s ark must have included young dinosaurs, and the stockpiled food 

was sufficient to keep every person and every animal and bird alive for the length of the voyage.  

 

Now some Bible teachers think God caused some of the larger animals to hibernate so the food 

supply would last as long as it was needed.  Now Noah, his family, and the animals were in the ark 

371 days (Genesis 8:13-14).  And the earth, because of the subterranean waters from the great deep 

that was broken up, and the great water expanse that was above the earth that was opened (Genesis 

7:11), the earth was covered by water – a worldwide flood. 

 

And with this enormous weight of water for so long, the earth’s topography changed dramatically.  

This would explain the presence of fish fossils in mountainous terrain.  The whole planet would 

have heaved, exploded, erupted, rolled, and catapulted, giving the post-flood earth not only 

mountains, but cliffs, canyons, valleys, and islands.  Also, it’s important to note, that the earth’s 

protective climate changed after the flood.  God, for the first time, introduced seasons after the flood 

(Genesis 8:22).  Now post-flood animals would face extreme climate change.  They would face the 

challenges of extreme heat and extreme cold.  And this would explain the extinction of many animal 

classes. 

 

One writer said, “… many reputable scientist do study and believe the Bible.  Dinosaurs did exist, 

but their presence on earth did not extend to millions of years ago.  Nor did they “evolve” before 

man “evolved,” as some scientists claim.  Dinosaurs and mankind lived together harmoniously until 

human wickedness destroyed this ecological tranquility. 

 

Furthermore, the flood and climatic changes explain the dinosaurs’ disappearance. 

 

Sue, the Chicago Field Museum’s reconstructed dinosaur, did not come to an untimely death by a 

volcanic eruption or because an enormous asteroid collided with the earth.  She died of natural 

causes.” 

 

Jerry W. Arnold 

All Rights Reserved 


