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The Importance of God’s Truth 
 

“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful 

for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which 

was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3).   

 

I feel very confident that the church doesn’t fully understand the age in which we live, and the 

importance of God’s truth to this age.  In the twenty sixth book of the New Testament we find 

the little book of Jude, little in size – only one chapter – but big in subject matter. 

 

Jude had set out to write on the subject of our common salvation.  He shared with his readers in 

verse 3 that he had made every effort to write on this subject.  He initially had intended to speak 

positively of the shared blessings of salvation.  But the salvation that he intended to write about 

was under heavy attack.  Therefore, he changed his subject matter. 

 

To Jude, God’s truth was not something to be taken lightly, and this weighed heavy upon his 

mind.  Jude felt the overwhelming necessity to change his subject because he was a watchman 

for the truth.  He could not simply watch in silence as his readers slowly went into error. 

 

He had a deep love for his readers, as is seen in the word “beloved” in verse 3.  The term 

beloved displays a sincere pastoral concern that a pastor has for his people.  It is not a shallow 

form of sentimentalism, but a heartfelt expression of deep affection.  And this deep affection 

that Jude had for his readers is what led him to write. 

 

Jude knew what was at stake, and he could not resist appealing to his readers that they “should 

earnestly contend for the faith.”  The expression earnestly contend, stresses the idea of 

defending the truth with great vigor.  It is much like the words that Paul used in I Timothy:  

“This charge, I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before 

on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare; Holding faith, and a good conscience, 

which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck” (I Timothy 1:18-19).  

Jude, like Paul, were both concerned, and dedicated to the spiritual well-being of believers. 

 

The battle for truth hasn’t let up, the battle rages on and most of the churches are oblivious to 

what is at stake – the faith.  The faith that Jude refers to constitutes the Christian faith, a body of 

truth according to Jude “which was once delivered unto the saints.”  In other words, Jude is 

saying to his readers, stand for the body of truth once and for all given, not to be added to or 

subtracted from. 
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