
 

 

The Church’s First Missionaries 

Acts 13:1-14:27 
 

 

The disciples in the first church continued to preach about God’s love.  The church grew and 

grew.  The deacons helped the people in many ways.  Churches began in other cities too. 

 

The disciples remembered that just before Jesus went back to Heaven He had said, “Go ye into 

all the world, and preach the gospel.”  People in other parts of the world needed to hear about 

God’s love. 

 

“Let’s send Paul and Barnabas as missionaries,” said the church people in the city of Antioch. 

 

Paul and Barnabas loved Jesus very much.  They were willing to do the special work that God 

wanted them to do.  The church people prayed with them before they left on their journey. 

 

Paul and Barnabas got on a big ship that took them to a faraway country.  Then they walked from 

place to place, telling people about Jesus. 

 

In every city Paul and Barnabas visited, some people became followers of Jesus.  Paul and 

Barnabas taught God’s Word to the new Christians.  They helped the Christians in each city start 

a church. 

 

Not everybody was happy to hear God’s Word, however.  In some cities the people who didn’t 

love Jesus did cruel things to Paul and Barnabas.  In the city of Lystra, angry men threw big 

rocks at Paul.  They wanted to kill him.  But God was watching over Paul.  The next day he and 

Barnabas continued on their journey. 

 

One day Paul and Barnabas got back on the boat that would take them to their hometown.  How 

happy they were to get home and to see all their church friends!  The church people in Antioch 

were glad to hear the report from missionaries Paul and Barnabas! 

 

Bible Verse to Learn 

“Tell them how great things the Lord hath done” (Mark 5:19). 


