
Onesimus Learns to Be a Good Helper 

Philemon 1-22 

Onesimus was a servant.  He worked for a man named Philemon.  His job was to do whatever 

Philemon wanted him to do. 

“I don’t want to work for Philemon,” said Onesimus to himself one day. “I’m going to steal 

some of his things and run away.” 

And that’s just what Onesimus did!  He ran away from his master and traveled all the way to 

Rome. 

Do you remember who was in a house-jail in Rome?  That’s right; preacher Paul.  One day 

Onesimus went to hear Paul teach God’s Word. 

“I want to know more about God’s love,” thought Onesimus as he listened to Paul. 

As Onesimus listened to Paul teach God’s Word, he learned to love God.  Onesimus asked Jesus 

to be his Savior.  Onesimus became Paul’s good friend and helper. 

“I like having you here,” Paul said to Onesimus.  “But now that you love God, you need to go 

back and work for Philemon.  You need to show Philemon that you love God by making things 

right with him.” 

Paul knew Philemon, and he knew Philemon loved the Lord too.  So Paul wrote him a letter. 

“Dear Philemon,” Paul wrote, “I am sending this letter with your servant, Onesimus.  He has 

learned to love the Lord.  Please take him back into your household.  I will pay you any money 

that Onesimus owes for what he stole.  He is a good helper and friend.  I would like to keep him 

here, but I know that he needs to return to you.  Please take him back as a brother rather than a 

servant.” 

Paul gave the letter to Onesimus.  Onesimus started the long way back to Philemon.  Onesimus 

returned to Philemon and showed that he loved God by being a good servant. 

Bible Verse to Learn 

“With good will doing service, as to the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:7) 

The Bible tells us to do good work – or service – just as though we were doing it for the Lord.  

“With good will doing service, as to the Lord” (Ephesians 6:7).  Paul wanted Onesimus to do 

good service for Philemon because he loved the Lord.  When we help others, we do it to please 

the Lord. 


