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DOES GOD HATE? 

 

God said in the Old Testament that He loved Jacob, but Esau He hated.  The New 

Testament teaches that if we hate our brother we cannot say that we love God.  

How do we reconcile these differences, when the New Testament teaches that we 

are to love one another? 

 

We all agree that God has the right to demand of His creatures anything that He so 

desires.  But, why would God act one way and desire His children to act another?  

He doesn’t.  When we think of love and hate, we think in terms of emotions; but 

the Bible doesn’t always use these terms to speak of emotions. 

 

The Bible uses these terms sometimes to speak of God doing something for one, 

that He doesn’t do for another.  Jacob He loved (Jacob became a recipient of 

God’s grace and mercy), Esau He hated (Esau was shown no grace or mercy).   

 

This sometimes is called a Hebrew idiom.  An idiom is a form of speech having 

special meaning not obtainable, or, not clear from the usual meaning of the word.  

For example, fly off the handle, or to lose one’s temper.  Also, it is called at times 

an antithetical parallelism, whereby the Scriptures speak in terms of direct 

opposites. 

 

The writers of Scripture wrote in human terms, but when these terms (words) 

appear to contradict Scripture, we must look beyond the words, to the action 

behind the words.  God showed no hostility toward Esau.  He simply passed over 

him. 

 

 

Scripture:  King James Version:  Genesis 25:19-34; Malachi 1:1-3;  

Romans 9:6-16; 1 John 4:11-21. 

 

 

By:  Jerry W. Arnold 

All Rights Reserved 

(October 2010)  


