
What Does the Bible Say About Cremation? 

 
Well, the Bible say nothing about cremation.  That is, the Bible says nothing about the required 

mode of burial for either the believer or the unbeliever.  However, burying the body was the 

standard practice among the Israelites in the Old Testament and Christians in the New Testament.  

The body after death, in both, the Old Testament and the New Testament, was handled with dignity 

and respect. 

 

For example:  When Joseph died, Genesis 50:26 says, “So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten 

years old:  and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.”   

 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Paul teaches on the subject of the dead, and when he explained the state 

of their loved ones, he said they were “asleep.”  That is, their bodies were asleep in the graves.  

Note that their bodies were asleep, not their souls.  The soul is eternal, and it never sleeps or dies 

but goes directly to heaven when released form the body. 

 

Furthermore, in 1 Corinthians 15:35-44 it says, But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? 

and with what body do they come?  Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it 

die:  And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may 

chance of wheat, or of some other grain:  But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to 

every seed his own body.  All flesh is not the same flesh:  but there is one kind of flesh of men, 

another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds.  There are also celestial bodies, and 

bodies terrestrial:  but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.  

There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the stars:  for one star differeth from another star 

in glory.  So also is the resurrection of the dead.  It [that is, the dead earthly body] is sown in 

corruption; it [that is, the live heavenly body] is raised in incorruption:  It is sown in dishonour; it is 

raised in glory:  it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 

spiritual body.  There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.” 

 

That whole context refers to the body, not ashes.  The body is sown in corruption; and the body is 

raised in incorruption.  It my belief that the burial of our bodies is a testimony of our faith, and 

that’s the reason I strongly recommend burying the body. 

 

However, I am not saying that cremation is a sin.  One might say that burial better reflects the 

biblical perspective on life, death and the body.   

 

Obviously any buried body will decompose (Eccless. 12:7).  So to say that cremation is a sin is 

wrong.  Cremation only accelerates the natural process of oxidation. 

 

But I do like what one theologian said: 

 

“Cremation, strange as it may sound is a form of liturgy.  It is a form for dealing with matters of 

eternal consequence.  As a form it in turn communicates a message.  That message, it seems, does 

speak against the Bible’s understanding of death.  Cremation, however subtly, suggests that our 

bodies are of no significance or import, that they are simply so much trash that must be burned.  It is 



implicitly a Gnostic practice, a denial of the goodness of the creation in general and the human body 

in particular. 

 

Burial, on the other hand, communicates something far more consistent with the Bible.  It affirms 

not only that the human body has dignity, but also that it has a future.  It affirms that death is not the 

end of the body.  Consider for a moment why so many cemeteries have in their name some variation 

on the notion of “Garden.”  That cemeteries are well kept and green is consistent with our dignity, 

but that is not what “Garden” in this context communicates.  Because of the promise of the gospel, 

because of the promise of the resurrection, we are not so much burying the bodies of our loved ones 

when they pass, as planting them.  We are put in the ground to wait for the return of Christ when 

our corruptible bodies will be made incorruptible.” 

 

Now before I close, I thought of two exceptions of cremation in the Old Testament.  The first one is 

found in 1 Samuel 31:8-13.  In that text Saul and Jonathan’s bodies were burned.  Their bodies may 

have been burned because their bodies were so mutilated.  Even so, their bones were preserved and 

buried. 

 

The second exception is found in Joshua 7:25.  Achan and his family were cremated after being 

executed for sinning against Israel.  Cremation was not the general Hebrew practice except in the 

case of criminals.  
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