
A Loving Mother 

I Samuel 1:1-23 
 
Hannah and her husband, Elkanah, did not have children.  More than anything else in the 

WHOLE WORLD, Hannah wanted a baby. 

 

Hannah and Elkanah went with a large group of people to the house of the Lord to worship.  

They had to travel many days to get to Shiloh.  As Hannah traveled, she knew in her heart what 

she would ask God. 

 

Sometimes people teased Hannah because she did not have any children.  This made her very sad 

because she really wanted a baby. 

 

When the people got to Shiloh, Hannah went into the house of the Lord.  She was crying and 

could not pray out-loud, so she prayed in her heart.  “Lord,” Hannah prayed, “If You will give 

me a son; I will give him back to You to serve You all the days of his life. 

 

Eli, one of the special ministers in the house of the Lord, noticed that no out-loud words came 

from Hannah’s mouth.  “Is something wrong?” Eli asked. 

 

“No,” replied Hannah, “I am just very sad.” 

 

When Hannah explained why she was praying that way, Eli understood.  “Go in peace,” he told 

her.  “God has heard your prayer and will answer it.” 

 

Before many months passed, Hannah and her husband knew they were going to have a baby.  

Hannah was so happy! 

 

Finally, the day came for the baby to be born.  Sure enough!  Hannah had a baby boy.  She 

named him “Samuel”. 

 

Hannah loved her baby.  She fed him and held him close.  Maybe she sang quiet songs to help 

him sleep.  She made sure he was clean and had dry clothes. 

 

As Samuel grew, Hannah taught him about God and told him how much God loved him.  She 

taught Samuel to be a good helper at home.  Hannah taught Samuel how to be kind and loving 

and to obey right away. 

 

Hannah loved her son just as God planned for mothers to do. 

 

Bible Verse to Learn 

“Beloved, let us love one another:  for love is of God; . . .”  (I John 4:7) 


